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Toyohashi Sports Flash

Toyohashi Students Try Goalball!

From November 2020 to December 2021, the Sports Development Division has hosted goalball lessons at eight elementary schools

December 2021 - January 2022

around the city. Toyohashi’s connection with the sport of goalball began when Toyohashi became a Tokyo 2020 Host Town for
Lithuania. Lithuanian goalball athletes visited Toyohashi and held a variety of exchange activities with local students. The lessons

begin with an introduction of the rules of goalball, following which students cover their eyes and use their sense of touch to walk

around and get a feel for the court. Students then learn the basics of throwing and defending, and finally play a full 3 vs 3 match.

Toyohashi Athletes Shine at Empress’ s Cup

The final round of the 88th Empress’s Cup Basketball Tournament took place from December 15 — 19™. The finals consisted of the
top eight teams from the first and second rounds, which began in September. Toyohashi native Maki Takada’s Denso lIris played
the Hitachi High-Tech Cougars in the quarter finals, and the Fujitsu Red Wave in the semifinals, and won both games with little
trouble. They were then put up against the ENEOS Sunflowers in the final round. The Iris put on a strong performance in the first
quarter, staying within one point of the Sunflowers, but ENEOS took a commanding lead in the second quarter, which Denso was
unable to recover from, eventually losing 86 — 62. This marks the ot straight Empress’s Cup victory for ENEQOS, and the 6" runner-
up finish for Denso. Maki Takada received Best Five honors for the tournament for the 6™ time in her career. Let’s cheer them on
next year and watch Denso take home 1* place!

In the Empress’s Cup Women’s Volleyball Tournament, held at the same time, Toyohashi Chuo Middle School native Nichika
Yamada and her NEC Red Rockets finished in a tie for third place, after losing in the semifinals. The Red Rockets currently have an

11 and 3 record in the V LEAGUE, putting them in a strong third place position. The team will have matches in Toyota in February

and Okazaki in March. Let’s show Nichika and the Red Rockets our support!

Sporting Events +o Watch in 2022

Katsuyoshi Yagi Talk Event & Lesson

On December 5™, Katsuyoshi Yagi, who became Toyohashi’s first Paralympian when he competed at the Tokyo 2020 Paralympics,
held a talk event and table tennis lesson at Kokoniko. During the talk event, Yagi spoke about his thoughts on the Tokyo 2020
Games, as well as social progress and things that still need to be changed and improved to make society more fitting for those
with disabilities. Following the talk event, Yagi held a table tennis lesson for local middle school students and disabled table tennis
athletes. The event started with a demonstration match, after which Yagi played one-on-one with each participant and gave them

specific tips on their game. The event was a huge hit.
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Challenge for Tomorrow! School Program

On January 13th, The Nippon Foundation Para Sports Support Center hosted the “Challenge for Tomorrow! School Program” at
Fukuoka Elementary school. Four-time wheelchair basketball Paralympian Yasuhiro Jinbo introduced students to the rules of
wheelchair basketball, and introduced the workings of both everyday wheelchairs and basketball wheelchairs. The students then
had a chance to play a 5-on-5 game of wheelchair basketball. The event finished with a presentation from Jinbo, introducing his

background and the events leading up to becoming paralyzed in his legs. It was a moving speech, and a wonderful event!

On November 27th, 2021, Toyohashi native Kenichi Ogawa fought against Azinga Fuzile in the IBF (International Boxing

Federation) super featherweight title match in New York City. Ogawa overwhelmed Fuzile throughout the match, scoring three

knockdowns, before being declared the victor by unanimous decision. Congratulations on the title!
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