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Tominaga Enters Phoenix: Season Start!
a New Arena! The San-En NeoPhoenix played their first home game of the 2021-2022 season in

Sakuragaoka High School graduate and Tokyo

Toyohashi on October 27th. It was an intense Aichi Prefecture showdown
Olympian, Keisei Tominaga, is now a member of

between San-En and the Nagoya Diamond Dolphins, with Nagoya coming out on
the University of Nebraska basketball team! After

top. Phoenix began their season on October 2nd with a game against the Shiga
graduating from Ranger College with a 16.8

Lakestars, following which they played against the Niigata Albirex BB, the

points-per-game average, he appeared in his first
Hiroshima Dragonflies, and the Ibaraki Robots. They currently hold a record of 3
game with the Huskers on October 27th, when they faced off in an exhibition
wins and 6 losses. Let’s cheer them on for the rest of the season!
against Peru State College. Keisei scored two 3-pointers, and Nebraska came

out with a 97 - 58 win.

Japan Captures I+s 5th Straight FIBA Womens Asia Cup

The FIBA Women’s Asia Cup took place from September in Amman, Jordan. Toyohashi-born Stephanie Mawuli, who also had a strong performance in
the 3x3 Basketball tournament at the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games, put on a stellar show. She displayed her usual strong defense, finishing fourth in
average blocks, and was tied for first in average steals with her teammate Himawari Akaho. Japan was matched up against India in their first game,
where they won by a huge 90-point lead. The following matches were all nail-biters, however, leading up to their incredibly close final against China.
China led in the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd quarters, but Japan made a huge rally in the 4th to secure a 5-point victory, and their 5th straight Asia Cup.

Congratulations! Be sure to tune in next year when the Japanese team appears in the Women’s Basketball World Cup next year in Australia!

Chiyo Sasaki International Tournament Report

Toyohashi-native wheelchair tennis athlete, Sasaki Chiyo, set off to Romania in early August to participate in a number of

international tournaments. She played in two tournaments in Romania, one in Lithuania, and one in Czech Republic. She made
it to the quarterfinals of the tournaments in Romania and The Czech Republic, and to the semifinals of the tournament in
Lithuania. She said that the COVID-19 prevention measures made for a very different tournament experience. Below is her

report.

“The weather in Romania was very hot, and it was my first time playing on a clay court. After not playing in a tournament
in over a year, | was incredibly nervous, and wasn’t able to play to the best of my ability. The tournament in Lithuania was on an indoor hard court, and was
against the top ranked athlete in the tournament. It taught me the importance of observing and learning from my opponent’s
play. The Czech Republic was quite humid, which made the clay court much softer than those in Romania. It resulted in my
wheels sinking into the ground. It was my first time experience this. In my match against the number one seeded athlete, | was
able to confirm my current level, and figure out what | need to work on going forward. | will be training extra hard together with
my father in order to prepare for the next tournament. On this overseas tour, | got to experience incredible accommodations in . ¥
place for disabled athletes, as well as the top-level training facilities available in the countries | visited. There were wheelchair-

friendly slopes everywhere | went, so | did not feel restricted.”

“Everyone | met in Romania, Lithuania, and the Czech Republic was incredibly kind, and would always ask “Can | help you

with anything?” The countries were full of lush greenery and the air was clear and refreshing.”

After returning to Japan, Chiyo competed in the Sendai Open from October 15-17, where she won the consolation

tournament. Let’s all cheer her on going forward!

Follow us on social media! Quiz Corner
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