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Japan National Sports Feshval Wmfer Ice Hockey Tournament

— From January 27th to the 31st, the Japan National

b

Sports Festival’s ice hockey tournament was held at
Aquarena Toyohashi. Toyohashi played host to the
~ junior division tournament, as well as a few early
matches from the senior division. The tournament
featured the best ice hockey athletes from around
the country, each representing their respective
prefectures. The athletes put on a display of power,
" speed, and incredible teamwork. On the 27th and
. 28th, teams from Okinawa to Hokkaido showed
Japan’s passion for ice hockey. The 29th featured
the quarter final matches for the junior division. It

was a demonstration of incredible teamwork and

overwhelming offensive play from the veteran

Every match was full of intensity!

teams. The semi-finals took place on the 30th, with
Hokkaido vs. Miyagi and Saitama vs. Tokyo. In the Hokkaido - Miyagi game, Hokkaido squeezed out a win, but it was a close game the
entire way. In the next match between Tokyo and Saitama, Saitama put on an impressive performance and overwhelmed Tokyo, winning
7 to 1. This set the stage for a final between veteran teams Hokkaido and Saitama. It | = Smdem i Toyhbtmade ags o heer on vy preecurc e

was an exciting game that showcased the top youth talent in Japan. Saitama led 3 to ‘ ' :
2 for the first half, before Hokkaido scored two impressive goals to win the game, and I

take first place in the junior tournament. Those who are fans of ice hockey, or who are

interested in seeing it for the first time, you can watch all of the matches on the I

“Kokutai Channel” (Japanese only) website. If you would like to learn more about the ]

rules and history of ice hockey, check out the article on the CIR page (English/® .
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Japanese) found in the QR code at the bottom of this newsletter.

International Report: Winter X -Games

The 25th Winter X-Games were held in Aspen, Colorado, USA from January 29th to the 31st. The B

tournament featured 14 events across skiing and snowboarding disciplines, which included slopestyle, —

superpipe, and big air. Slopestyle features different obstacles such as ramps and rails, that athletes / G’i' =
perform tricks on as they descend the mountain. Superpipe takes place in a » / —- A\

large half-cylinder-shaped “half pipe” and features back-to-back air tricks, and N \

N

big air is a competition to see who can jump the highest while doing tricks off of ~ g
a ramp. 2-time Olympic gold and 7-time X-Games gold medalist Jamie

Anderson added one more gold medal to her collection. Japan came out strong as usual, taking 4 medals in total,

including a gold medal in the superpipe event by Yuto Totsuka. If you have never seen competitive snowboarding

before, please check out Yuto’s performance online. It will make you rethink the meaning of gravity!

Follow Us on Social Media! Quiz Corner

Yuki Kadono is known for doing one of the craziest
EI_"I _l I-:I E

snowboarding tricks ever, spinning more than anyone else

before. How many times (degrees) did he spin in mid-air?

O
r-.'% A o =, A. 540 (1.5 times) B. 1080 (3 times)
O Eniy C. 1980 (5.5 times) D. 3600 (10 times)
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