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Tovohashi Sports Flash

events at the 2004 Athens Olympics.

June 2020

Toyohashi native Yoshitaka Iwamizu, and Sakuragaoka High
School graduate Ayumi Tanimoto made appearances at both the
2004 Athens Games and the 2008 Beijing Games. Iwamizu compet-
ed in the 3000m steeplechase event, while Tanimoto competed in
the 63kg judo event, and took back to back gold medals.

Yet another Sakuragaoka High School graduate, Yuka Kato,
competed in the 100m butterfly and 4x100m medley relay at the
2008 Beijing Olympics. She returned to London in 2012, competing
in the 100m butterfly, 200m individual medley, and taking bronze
in the 4x100m medley relay event.

The only Toyohashi native to compete in the Winter Olympics,
Akiko Suzuki, competed in figure skating at the 2010 and 2014
Olympics. She took 8th place both times, making her only the 5th

Toyohashi’s Olympic history began in 1932 with Masaji Ki-

yokawa. Kiyokawa (above, left) was born in 1913 in Toyohashi.
He competed in the 1932 Los Angeles Olympics and took a gold

woman in Japanese figure skating history to take awards in back-to
medal, the first for a Toyohashi native, in the 100m backstroke )
-back Olympics.
event. He once again returned to the 1936 Berlin Olympics to ) ) ) ) )
Three Toyohashi natives competed in the 2016 Rio Olympics.

take a silver medal in the same event. He was inaugurated into ) )
Track athlete Ayuko Suzuki (top, right) rugby sevens athlete Masa-
the International Swimming Hall of Fame in 1978.

30 years after Kiyokawa’s incredible performance, two Toyo-
hashi athletes competed in the 1964 Tokyo Olympics. Toyo-
hashi native Takatoshi Maeda competed in equestrian event-
ing, and Toyohashi Technical High School graduate Teruo
Funai competed in the 10,000 meter track event, taking 14th

place.

At the following 1968 Mexico Olympics, Toyohashi Higashi

Masakatsu Hlkosaka Maki Takada

High School graduate Setsuko Yoshida served as captain and ) )
katsu Hikosaka, and basketball star Maki Takada represented

led the women’s volleyball team to a silver medal. ) )
Toyohashi at the Rio Games.

Toyohashi native table tennis athlete Koji Matsushita com-

peted in the 1992, 1996, 2000, and 2004 Olympic Games, re-

These athletes, along with many others with ties to Toyohashi

have made Olympic appearances.

cording a fifth place finish in men’s doubles at the 1996 Atlanta ) . .
Heading towards the Tokyo 2020 Olympics and Paralympics,
Olympics. ) . ..
Toyohashi athletes are once again training hard for the chance to

Moving into the 21st century, Sakuragaoka High School )
compete on the world stage. Last September, Ayuko Suzuki cement-

graduate Shu Arai made an appearance in the table tennis . _ 4

ed her Olympic marathon qualification at the Marathon Grand
Championship. Para table tennis athlete Katsuyoshi Yagi, basket-
ball stars Maki Takada and Atsuya Ota, and many other amazing

A+hle+e Banners Unveiled!

\
\\J/ Banners featuring Toyohashi’s dreams. Let’s cheer them on and get excited for Tokyo!
\ Olympic hopefuls and qualified

athletes are hanging up at Toki- Q"iz corner

wa Arcade. Come check them out

Toyohashi athletes are chasing their Olympic and Paralympic

How many athletes competed in the 1964 To- @ L o\
%, o O,

the next time you’re downtown, Yo Ollmpios?

"4 and show them all your support!
A.1,000 B.2.500 C.5,000 D.50,000




