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Road 1o Tokyo

Boxing Oshae Jones, a native of Toyohashi’s sister city Toledo, Ohio,
has been selected for the American boxing team, meaning that she will have
the chance to compete in the upcoming Olympic qualifier tournaments and
earn her Olympic qualification! April marks the 20th anniversary of the sis-
ter city agreement between Toyohashi and Toledo.

Swimming Lithuanian swimmer Danas Rapsys, who is a native of
Toyohashi’s partner city Panevezys, has qualified for the 200m and 400m
freestyle, and the 200m individual medley events. He will also swim in the
4x100 medley relay with teammate Andrius Sidlauskas.

TaeKwondo Germany has already qualified one athlete for the Olym-
pics (Alexander Bachmann,) but it looks to add more in the upcoming re-
gional qualifier tournament in
Europe. Cem Uenluesoy, lordan-
1s Konstantinidis, and Tahir Gue-
lec, will all fight for their Olym-
pic qualification. These three ath- g==
letes came to Toyohashi in Sep-
tember to hold a training camp
(pictured right,) as well as a vari-
ety of exchange events.

San-En NeoPhoenix regular and Japanese national
team candidate, Atsuya Ota, is known for his tall stat-
ure. How tall is he?
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Scan the code for the quiz answers, info on the
author, and a variety of sports-related material:

The Olympic Torch Comes 1o Toyohashi for the First Time in 56 Years!

The Olympic torch relay has been part of the Olympic
celebration since 1936. It begins in Greece, where the \
sun’s rays are used to light the torch. After touring Yy
Greece, the torch moves to the host nation. There it is
passed along on its journey to the site of the opening cer- |
emony, where it is finally used to light the Olympic caul- gusss:
dron.

The Olympic relay officially began in Greece on March
12th, and is scheduled to come through Toyohashi on
April 7th! Toyohashi’s leg of the relay will start at Kodo-
mo Mirai-kan Kokoniko, pass by Toyohashi station, and ¥ !

turn at the rainbow tower before heading to the goal at FF——= -
the Toyohashi City Track and Field Stadium.

Stephen Cannell
Toyohashi CIR

On Thursday, March 3rd, the Olympic countdown board was un-
veiled on the first floor of Toyohashi city hall. The board displayed
the 144 days remaining until the Olympics, and will continue to
count down until the opening ceremony on July 24th. Along with
the countdown board, life-sized panels of Toyohashi’s own Olym-
pic/Paralympic hopefuls and qualified athletes were also unveiled.
Among them are national basketball team contender Atsuya Ota,
para table-tennis athlete Katsuyoshi Yagi, and Olympic-qualified
marathon runner Ayuko Suzuki. Flags depicting these athletes are
also hanging along Hirokoji-dori, letting everyone in Toyohashi
know just how many amazing athletes we have! These athletes are
working their hardest to make it to Tokyo, so give them every
ounce of your support!

Overseas Update

Boxing In December 2018, the WBC heavyweight title match
between the then undefeated champion Deontay Wilder and the un-
defeated Tyson Fury ended in a draw. Wilder managed to protect
his throne, but the rematch was scheduled for February 22nd of this
year. It did not disappoint. The fight took place at the MGM Grand
Garden Arena in Las Vegas, and lasted for 7 of the possible 12
rounds. Fury looked strong from the start, and by the 3rd round he
had already knocked down Wilder. Wilder did his best to get back
in the fight, but in the 5th round he was once again knocked down
by Fury. By then, Wilder was clearly exhausted and struggled to
take the fight to Fury, and in the 7th round, after receiving an in-
tense flurry of punches, Wilder’s team threw in the towel. Fury
now holds the WBC heavyweight title, and the rematch between
the two greats is set to happen this summer.

nnnnnnnn

nnn
|

I
PARETITTTINN | |
" ERE | |
BE |

A

(U T

NAL S
L
-

|

1
—— "‘7:—";‘7—;‘:";7‘7 l



